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form of unimaginative obtuseness undoubtedly increased
during the extension of our grip upon subject race;
between the overthrow of Gladstone's first Home Rule
Bill and the end of the Boer War. Perhaps those fifteen
years were the most entirely vulgar period of our history,
and vulgarity springs from an insensitive condition of
mind. It will be a terrible recompense if the price of
our world-wide Empire is an Imperial vulgarity upon
which the sun never sets.

There is another danger, not so subtle and pervading,
but more likely to escape the notice of people who are
not themselves acquainted with the frontiers of Empire.
It is the production and encouragement of a set of
scoundrels and wasters who trade upon our country's
prestige to rob, harry, and even enslave the mrmtxTs
of a subject race while they pose as pioneers of Empire
and are held up by sentimental travellers, like Mr.
Roosevelt, as examples of toughness and courage to
the victims of monotonous toil who live at home at
ease. There is no call either for Mr. Roosevelt's pity
or admiration. I have known those wasters well, and
have studied all their tricks for turning a dirty half-
crown. They enjoy more pleasure and greater ease In
a day than any London shop assistant or bank clerk
in a month. They take up the white*man's burden and
find it light, because it is the black man who carries it,
Of all the impostors that nestle under our flag, I have
found none more contented with their lot or more1
harmful to our national repute than the " toughs "
who devour our subject races and stand in photographic
attitudes for Mr. Kipling to slobber over. Thesis
scoundrels and wasters are a far worse evil than most
people think, for they erect a false ideal which easily
corrupts youth with its attraction, and they furnish